The All-American Boys Chorus -- FROM AUDITION TO CONCERT TOUR (continued)
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 FROM AUDITION 
TO CONCERT TOUR
What It’s Like to Become a Touring Member 

of The All-American Boys Chorus 

FIRST, EACH CANDIDATE must accurately echo back musical scales and do the same with randomly selected notes to qualify for admission to the audition division of The All-American Boys Chorus. Next, a boy is introduced to a host member of the concert division, who works with him throughout an eight- to 12-week audition period. His host coaches him in correct posture, breathing techniques and vocal placement, and guides him in reading the musical scores.

THE CANDIDATE WORKS alongside a veteran, first-line Chorus member as he adapts to schedules and refines his ability to concentrate. At the end of the audition period, he must face an examination that requires him to sing his vocal part while another Chorus member sings a harmony part. Having surmounted this hurdle, the candidate receives his blue training division shirt and begins to master the Chorus’s lengthy repertoire. 

AS HIS KNOWLEDGE of the 40-song repertoire grows, he’s allowed to participate in voice lessons with the Concert Chorus and travels on the Chorus bus to observe a concert. Then, in a semi-formal ceremony, he receives his prized, red concert-division shirt and concert blazer to the applause of his parents, section leaders and Chorus “teammates.” 

HIS FIRST PERFORMANCE with The All-American Boys Chorus is filled with excitement. The hard work, perseverance and self-discipline pay off when he joins his fellow choristers as a true professional. 

ON TOUR A MEMBER of The All-American Boys Chorus awakens each day to the organized tumult that’s part of any such theatrical undertaking. After donning his traveling uniform, he must wait for his section leader to make a “safety” check of his performing uniform before proceeding to the bus for roll call and morning prayers. He’ll also make plans with other choristers for sightseeing or souvenir hunting.

AS THE BUS ROLLS along the highway, there’s a panorama of city and countryside to be observed and enjoyed. After brief stops for lunch and recreation, it’s back onto the bus until the day’s destination is reached. There’s time for dinner and possibly a bit of sightseeing, but soon choristers head for the theater to prepare for the performance. 

THE ANTICIPATION GROWS as the auditorium fills with people. Both audience members and choristers have been looking forward to this moment. Soon the stage is filled with song, joyously performed. By concert’s end it’s clear that listeners and singers alike have connected memorably by sharing the magic of music! 
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